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Course Description
This is an introductory skills-based, visual art course that introduces students to a variety of media. Students will also learn about art history and develop aesthetic valuing skills through writing. Class assignments are based on the California Visual Art Standards and introduce students to the Elements of Art and the Principles of Design. This class prepares students for the next level of art classes.
All students must bring a binder to keep in class. It will be used as a course binder and sketchbook.
Outcomes and expectations of growth
Work Policies
“This course is aligned with SRVUSD’s homework policy and regulations (BP 6154 / AR 6154).  Homework can include practicing a skill or process that students can do independently but not fluently, elaborating on information that has been addressed in class to deepen students’ knowledge, providing opportunities for students to explore topics of their own interest, and reading.  Of note:
· No more than 2 hours of homework per course per week and no more than 30 minutes per night per course will be assigned, including weekends.  
· Some portions of projects may be assigned as homework.
· No homework, including long term projects, will be assigned during school recesses. (Thanksgiving Break, Winter Break and Spring Break).
“SRVUSD’s homework policy and regulations emphasize that students, staff and parents should take an active role regarding homework including communication between students and faculty when homework becomes overwhelming and parents contacting teachers if their child consistently cannot keep up with the homework. Please refer to this link on the Monte Vista Website to read a complete version of SRVUSD’s homework policy http://www.mvhs.schoolloop.com/cms/page_view?d=x&piid=&vpid=1439532449973.”
This course is aligned with the above policy, as there will be no assigned homework. All students are expected to complete all pieces in a timely manner. Students may decide that assignments must be worked on at home in order to be completed in time.
Deadlines
In this course, there are “hard” and “soft” deadlines. Hard deadlines mean the project is due by the end of class that day—and no later—for full credit. Every day after the work will be accepted with a 10% loss of credit each day, and will not be accepted at all after a week. Soft deadlines mean there is no late penalty for turning in the project after the due date. However, placeholder zeros will be entered as placeholder grades on assignments that are turned in after the deadline until the assignment has been graded. Grades will not be discussed during class time, although I am more than happy to schedule meetings with students during brunch, lunch, or after school.
All projects must be turned in by the assigned date at the end of the semester or when students exit the class, no exceptions. 
Grading
Grading is out of total points, rather than weighting one category over another. Each assignment will be handed in with a grade sheet that will include an assessment-based rubric. Please see the last sheet of the course policies for Students will include the explanation in their course binder.
Plagiarism

“Plagiarism and cheating results in no credit on the assignment, and a parent contact. Not giving credit for the source of your information on a paper or project is plagiarism. Cheating is defined as copying or sharing your work for others to copy. Everyone involved will receive no credit for the assignment or exam. For more information please see the student handbook.” In art, this means ensuring that all of the work you present is the student’s. Any work that makes use of or appropriates photographs, published images, and/or another artist’s work must show significant development. It cannot just be copied. The student’s individual voice should be clear.
Guidelines for Behavior
Expectations
You are expected to be in class every day, on time, and ready to work.
You are expected to participate in creating a positive and supportive environment.
You are expected to respect, through actions and words, your fellow classmates, teacher, environment, and self. Please leave all prejudices, stereotypes, and judgments at the door before entering the classroom.
District policy
“District policy states that harassment in or out of the classroom is not to be tolerated. Harassment based on race, ethnicity, ability, sexuality, perceived sexuality, gender, gender expression, socio-economic status, religion or faith-base, or any other factor will be reported to the administration and dealt with accordingly.”
Consequences
1st incidence will result in a warning 
2nd incidence will result in both counselor and parent contact
3rd incidence will result in both administrative and parent contact
Repeated or extreme incidences will result in temporary removal from the classroom, a referral, and parent contact. Students that continue to choose to break the rules will be required to attend a conference, complete a behavioral action plan, and face permanent removal from the class.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Course Donation
“California continues to face financial challenges; we would appreciate a voluntary donation of $50 to help defray the cost of supplemental supplies and materials. Thank you for donating.” Our program is entirely funded by these voluntary donations, and every little bit helps us continue to provide the highest quality materials for your student involved in the Fine Arts. We are extremely grateful for your generosity. Families can also donate supplies. To see please check our website at www.MonteVistaArtRoom.weebly.com and go to “Wish List”

I have read and agree to the above course policies

Student Name(print) and signature ________________________________________________________________________
My student has discussed the course policies with me. I understand them and will support them.

Parent/Guardian Signature  ______________________________________________________________________________

